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Slight wandering was more likely to occur after sulphonal 
than after the others, and it stupefied the patient more than 
paraldehyde and certainly more than urethane. In one 
case after taking sulphonal gr. xxx. the patient seemed in¬ 
clined to wander and talked nonsense before he went to 
sleep at all. In nearly every case in which any effect was 
produced drowsiness ensued the morning following and 
this feeling was most marked after sulphonal. Slight head¬ 
ache was produced in a fair proportion of cases and some 
giddiness in a few only. Following moderate doses no 
really disagreeable consequences were experienced. In one 
case a skin eruption appeared both after paraldehyde and 
after sulphonal, and in another after sulphonal. No notice¬ 
able effects were produced on the respiration, circulation or 
appetite and no case of cyanosis was seen. (Birmingham 
Med. Review, July, 1891). A. F. 

ANTIPYRINE IN COMBINATION WITH BROMIDE 
OF AMMONIUM IN THE TREATMENT OF 
EPILEPSY. 

Dr. Chas. H. Hay in the “ Med. Age,” July 25, 1891, re¬ 
ports ten cases and mentions twenty more treated by this 
combination, as first suggested by Dr. H. C. Wood. Only 
the most hopeless forms of epilepsy were thus treated and 
though in some it failed to affect the convulsion rate, in the 
great majority it markedly decreased the convulsive attacks, 
and after the bromide alone had proved powerless. There¬ 
fore he concludes that this treatment is to be highly com¬ 
mended, not only for its beneficent effect in lowering the 
number of convulsions in epilepsy, but also because by its 
use, the disagreeable gastric and general symptoms of 
bromism are avoided. The doses given were generally 
twenty grains of the bromide of ammonium with ten grains 
of antipyrine three times daily. A. F. 

TREATMENT OF THE OPIUM NEUROSIS. 

A monograph on this subject by Stephen Lett, M.D., 
contains the following general outline of the author's meth¬ 
od of “ Gradual Reduction.” Having ascertained the amount 
of opiate consumed in twenty-four hours, calculate its equi¬ 
valent in morphia and then dividing this amount by the 
number of times it is necessary for the patient to resort to 
it during the day, a fair approximate of a single dose is ob¬ 
tained. This is weighed, administered and its effects noted 
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in regard to the following points: Does it sufficiently sus¬ 
tain the patient ? How long does its effect last ? When 
will a repetition be necessary to prevent depression ? In a 
few days accuracy is obtained, a basis of treatment institu¬ 
ted and reduction commenced. The guiding rule here is 
to remember that there is a point at which the patient re¬ 
mains comfortable for a certain number of hours. That 
point can be noted between the extremes of stimulation by 
excessive opiate and depression consequent upon too small 
a dose and upon the accuracy of adjustment of the dose to 
this point depends the ease or discomfort of the patient and 
the success in treatment. As the quantity taken daily gets 
less, the reduction -must be more gradual so that it may re¬ 
quire from four to ten days to withdraw a single grain. 
Where only one grain is being taken in twenty-four hours, 
great caution is necessary in removing this amount, to ac¬ 
complish which the author usually occupies from three to 
four weeks, the final dose being brought down to so fine a 
point as -nnnr °f a grain. No appreciable difference in the 
dose is noticed by the patient and no shock is produced on 
the nervous system. Dr. Lett advocates giving the mor¬ 
phine by the mouth, believing it less prompt in action, but 
more lasting. A. F. 

VENTILATION AND IMPURE AIR. 

P. C. Remondino, M.D., in Transactions of the American 
Public Health Association, Vol. xvi., says: Among the 
poor there is an inherent tendency to infirmities, mental, 
moral and physical, due to deterioration caused by want, 
poor nourishment, anxieties and lastly, but riot the least, 
the foul air that they continually breathe. Their physical 
and moral degradation is attributed to alcohol, but alcohol 
with them has become a necessity, owing to the morbid 
condition induced by foul air. This air has the same effect 
as alcohol or fusel oil, and the slow, steady effect on the 
nerves of the susceptible little child is to create a morbid 
irritability which later calls for alcoholic support. The 
bodies of these children have no more resistance or endur¬ 
ance than their brains; they are morbidly sensitive and age 
early; want has developed a precocious sharpness of in¬ 
stinct, and the foul air that has poisoned their blood has 
matured their sexual organs, while the rest of the physique 
lacks development. Bad air is more than sufficient to cause 
all these conditions without the assistance of alcohol, either 
in the child or parents, and the State should recognize this 
and assume the charge of these children. A. F. 



